
 
 
 

To Hell and Back: Germany and Europe in the 19th & 20th 
Century 
Dr. Martin Jander 

Email Address: fubest@fu-berlin.de 

FU-BEST Course Number: FU-BEST Online 2 

Live Sessions: Monday, 6 – 7:30 p.m. CET (Berlin time) 

Duration: Feb. 8 – May 10, 2021 

Language of Instruction: English 

Contact Hours: 30 

ECTS Credits: 4 

 

 

Course Description 

 

Learning Objectives 
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Student Prerequisites 

 

General Requirements 

 

Technical Requirements 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Grading 

FU Grade Points of 500 Points of 1,000 

 

Literature 
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Course Schedule 

Calendar Topics, Reading, etc. 

Week 1 19th and 20th Century Germany in European Context 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

• 

 

Week 2 Modernity without Democracy (1871-1918) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 3 Germany and the First World War (1914-1918) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 



 
 
 

 

Week 4 Failed Republic (1918-1933) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 5 The Jewish Enemy and the Shoah (1933-1945) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 6 MIDTERM EXAM 

 



 
 
 

Week 7 Nuremberg Trials and Cold War (1945-1948) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 8 Communist Modernity without Democracy (1949-1968) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 9 America’s Germany (1949-1968) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

Student Presentations 

 



 
 
 

Week 10 The Demise of Communism in Europe (1961-1989) 

  

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 
 

Week 11 West Germany and the creation of Europe (1961-1990) 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

Week 12 Modernity, Difference and Democracy 

 

Reading 
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 
 



 
 
 

Week 13 Modernity, Democracies and History Writing 

 

Reading
• 

• 

 

Student Presentations 

 

 
 


