
 
 
 

German Identities. Continuities and Discontinuities since 1800 
Dr. Marcus Funck 

Email Address: fubest@fu-berlin.de 

Live Sessions: Wednesday, 9 – 11 a.m. CET (Berlin time) 

Duration: Sep. 1 – Dec. 1, 2021 

Language of Instruction: English 

Contact Hours: 30 

ECTS Credits: 6 

 

 

Course Description 

 

Learning Objectives 

 

Student Prerequisites 

 

General Requirements 

 

 
  

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/fubest/online/online_fall21/subject_courses/_syllabi/Portfolio-Intercultural-Awareness.pdf
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/fubest/doku/online/Academic-Regulations-Online-Courses.pdf


 
 
 
 

Technical Requirements 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Grading 

FU Grade Points of 500 Points of 1,000 

 

Literature 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

Course Schedule 

Calendar Topics, Reading, etc. 

Week 1 
10/02/21 

“Germanness”. Constructing and deconstructing collective identities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Week 2 

17/02/21 
“Barbarians, poets and philosophers, or football machines”. Germans 

seen from outside: continuities and discontinuities 

• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

 

• 

•  

Week 3 
24/02/21 

 

Due date 
1st assignment 

Birth of the Modern. Literature, philosophy, and culture around 1800 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 
 
 

Week 4 
03/03/21 

 

 

Germany as “belated nation”. The twisted tracks towards a German 

nation state 

• 

• 

•   

 

• 

 

• 

• 

•  

Week 5 
10/03/21 

Germans and their “others”. Minorities and minority politics in the 

German Empire 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Week 6 

17/0321 
 

Mid-term exam 

 

Did Weimar fail? Democratic traditions and antidemocratic 

movements in Germany before National Socialism 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 



 
 
 

Week 7 
31/03/21 

 

Due date 
2nd assignment 

& independent 
project 

 

National Socialism, Holocaust and German memory cultures after 

1945 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
Week 8 

07/04/21 
“Made in Germany”. The “economic miracle” and the social security 

state of West Germany 

• 

• 

• 

 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

• 

•  

Week 9 

14/04/21 
“Sovietification”? The German Democratic Republic as a Socialist state 

• 

• 

•  

 

 
• 

• 

• 

• 



 
 
 

Week 10 
21/04/21 

 

“1968”. The student rebellion, new social movements, and the 

“second democratization” of (West) Germany 

• 

• 

•  

 

 
• 

 

• 

• 

•  

Week 11 
28/04/21 

 
Due date 

3rd assignment 

1989. Two states, one nation? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Week 12 

05/05/21 
European Germany or Germanic Europe? Germany’s role within 

unified Europe since 1989 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•  



 
 
 

Week 13 
12/05/21 

 

Due date 
Research essay 

“New Germans” and “Post-Nationalism”. Discourses on nation, 

ethnicity, and belonging in the age of migration 

• 

• 

•  

 

 
• 

• 

 

• 

•  
 

 


